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Furbearers

Note: Not all species listed in this chapter are found in Michigan.

Arctic Fox

Alopex lagopus; Order: Carnivora; Family: Canidae

tail. Females are smaller than males. The body is compact. Its 

legs and ears are short, and the footpads are thickly haired, all of 

Badger
Taxidea taxus; Order: Carnivora; Family: Mustelidae

Badgers use bedding material and have a separate toilet

chamber.

young.
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Beaver
Castor canadensis; Order: Rodentia; Family: Castoridae

Beaver are large, bulky rodents capable of altering their habi-

trees. Colors vary from blonde to black. The beaver is primarily 

Nevada, and southern California. Habitats include rivers, streams, marshes, lakes, and ponds. Foods include 

Bobcat
Lynx rufus; Order: Carnivora; Family: Felidae

and bellies that fade as the animal ages. Bobcats are primarily 

Bobcats range throughout most of the U.S. occupying dense 

denning in rock outcroppings. Bobcats eat rabbits, beaver, and 



Chapter 18

Furbearers

128 Chapter 18

Canada Lynx (see note on page 126)

Lynx canadensis; Order: Carnivora; Family: Felidae

Coyote
Canis latrans; Order Carnovora; Family: Canidae

-

habitats including urban and suburban areas. Coyotes are abun-

Attacks on people and pets have been documented.

-

occurs in February in the south, and March in the north.

Coyotes have one litter a year averaging 3 to 6 pups.
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Fisher
Martes pennanti; Order: Carnivora; Family: Mustelidae

Fisher have long slender bodies and range in color from gray 

glands that produce a foul-smelling liquid. Fisher are primarily 

nocturnal and travel mostly on the ground, but they are agile tree 

Gray Fox
Urocycon cinereoargenteus; Order: Carnivora; Family: Canidae

-

scattered bones. Food includes rabbits, other small mammals, birds, insects, plants, and fruit. Bobcats, do-
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Gray Wolf

Canis lupus; Order: Carnivora; Family: Canidae

dog’s tails curve up.

Kit Fox

Vulpes macrotis; Order: Carnivora; Family: Canidae

-

is an endangered subspecies due to the destruction or alteration
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Marten
Martes americana; Order: Carnivora; Family: Mustelidae

are active in the early morning, late afternoon, at night, and on 

cloudy days. They can climb trees, but spend most of their time 

establish scent posts.

-

trees

during their second year of life.

Mink

Mustela vison; Order: Carnivora; Family: Mustelidae

-

erful, unpleasant smelling musk. They are quick on land, skilled 

-

piles, beaver lodges, muskrat lodges, or abandoned muskrat dens. 

Males maintain numerous dens and often cache food in some of 
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Muskrat
Ondatra zibethica; Order: Rodentia; Family: Cricetidae

-

of streams and ponds, and they build prominent lodges out of cattails or other vegetation in marshes and lakes. 

Nutria
Myocastor coypus; Order: Rodentia; Family: Myocastor

Nutria are large rodents introduced to the U.S. from South 

America that create habitat problems in some areas. They have a 

-

inches. Males are larger than females.

-

siana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, 

-
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Opossum
Didelphius virginiana; Order: Didelphimordia; Family: Didelphidae

Opossums are the only marsupial in North America. They have 

River Otter
Lontra canadensis; Order: Carnivora; Family: Mustelidae

-
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Raccoon
Procyon lotor; Order: Carnivora; Family: Procyonidae

-

to reddish and darker colors. The hind legs are longer than the 

forests, prairies, farmland, and urban areas. Home ranges vary 

piles, muskrat houses, barns, buildings, clumps of cattails, haystacks, and rock crevices. They are omnivores 

-

Red Fox
Vulpes vulpes; Order: Carnivora; Family: Canidae

and feet. Other color phases include black, silver, and crosses 

underground.

-
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Ringtail/Bassarisk
Bassariscus astutus; Order:Carnivora; Family: Procyonidae

mines to control rats. During the day they stay in dens. They can 

-

toads, frogs, birds, small mammals, carrion, and fruit. They breed 

Striped Skunk
Mephitus mephitis; Order: Carnivora; Family: Mustelidae

skunks have poor eyesight, keen hearing, and a strong sense of 

-

ers.

The home range is small, generally less than one square mile in 
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Swift Fox

Vulpe velox; Order: Carnivora; Family: Canidae

closer to the center of the skull, a more rounded and dog-like 

declined due to conversion of prairies to croplands, overgrazing, 

and poisoning.

Weasels

Mustela frenata, Mustela erminea; Order: Carnivora; Family: Mustelidae

months, males during their second year of life.



Trapper Education Manual 137

Safety - Animal Welfare - Responsibility - Furbearer Conservation

Wolverine (see note on page 126)

Gulo luscos; Order: Carnivora; Family: Mustelidae

family, resembling a small bear, but moving and behaving like 

They can release musk from their anal glands.

Wolverines are found in Alaska, Canada, and parts of Idaho, 

forests and tundra. They feed on rodents and scavenge for food including deer, caribou, and moose, but they 
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Arctic Fox
Front/Rear-2.5”W 2.5”L

Badger
Front-2”W 1.5”L, Rear-1.75”W 2”L

Beaver
Front-2”W 2”L, Rear-4”W 6”L

Bobcat
Front/Rear-1.75”W 2”L

Canada Lynx
Front/Rear-3.25”W 3.25”L

Coyote
Front-2”W 2.5”L, Rear-1.5”W 2”L

Fisher
Front/Rear-2.5”W 2”L

Gray Fox
Front/Rear-1”W 1.5”L

Kit Fox/Swift Fox
Front/Rear-1.25”W 1.25”L

Marten
Front/Rear-1.5”W 1.5”L

Mink
Front/Rear-1.5”W 1.25”L

Muskrat
Front-1”W 1”L, Rear-1”W 2.5”L

Image Credits - Mary Wentz, Silvertip Productions
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Nutria
Front-1”W 1.5”L, Rear-1.5”W 3.5”L

Opossum
Front-1.5”W 1.5”L, Rear-1.5”W 2”L

Raccoon
Front-1.5”L 2”W, Rear 1.5”W 3”L

Red Fox
Front-2”W 2.5”L, Rear 2”W 2”L

Ringtail
Front/Rear-1.5”W 2”L

River Otter
Front/Rear-2.25”W 2”L

Skunk
Front-1”W 1”L, Rear 1”W 1.5”L

Timberwolf
Front-4”W 4.5”L, Rear 3.5”W 4”L

Weasel
Front/Rear-.5”W .75”L

Wolverine
Front-4”W 5”L, Rear 4”W 3”L

Image Credits - Mary Wentz, Silvertip Productions


